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retreated. Strewn for miles were broken army wagons, axes, shovels, camp
kettles, medicine chests, blankets, overcoats, stacks of flour barrels and mess
beef, much of It burned or spoiled to make it useless co the enemy.

Not with pride did Northern people read of Confederate cavalry under
the twenty-nine-year-old General J. E. B. Stuart making a ride that took
them around the whole of McClellan's army, \vltli no Interruptions.

Yet for all his losses of men and material McClellan had won a victory.
His cannon mounted tier on tier at Malvern Hill had mowed down the
repeated lines of Confederates ordered op "by Lee. Moving from Yorkto wn
toward Richmond, McClellan had killed more of die enemy forces than
they had of his. And now, Baring broken the fiercest blow die enemy could
bring against him, lie shrank under the protection of his gunboats at Harri-
son's Landing. When the order came to fall back, Chaplain Marks heard
the one-armed New Jersey army officer who had fought among Indians,
Arabs, Italians, say to other high officers: 'I, Philip Kearny, an old soldier,
enter my solemn protest against this order for retreat; we ought, instead of
retreating, to follow up the enemy and cake Richmond. And in full view
of all the responsibility of such a declaration I say to you all, such an order
can only be prompted by cowardice or treason/

Slowly the news had trickled out, and at last the whole story had to be
told to the country of the Seven Days* battles, of superb valour and en-
durance, of beating die enemy and then retreating, of a great army that
seemed to have everything in men and material foiled, thwarted, sent
shrinking to the protection of its gunboats.

And now the Army of the Potomac, its sick and wounded, its cannon and
horses, its mules and wagons, its trophies and battle flags, its farm hands*
shopmen, college boys, store clerks, ditch-diggers, aH in uniform, was
brought back from the Peninsula to old places on the Potomac River within
sight of the Capitol. And McClellan was relieved of command in the field
and told to report himself for orders at Alexandria*

CHAPTER   VIII
SECOND   BULL  RUN
DURING that desperate, hammering summer of 1862 Lincoln revolved often
in his mind the curious failure of his 200,000 men in Virginia against half
that number. Would he have to try one general* another, and still another,
,and for how long?